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Caring for the heritage of the Hill and its future 

 
 

Planning Department 
Harrow Council 
Civic Centre, Station Road 
Harrow HA1 2UY    
 

Via email to: planning.applications@harrow.gov.uk     cc Ward councillors   
   

RE: PL/0240/25    Birchdale      28 March 2025   
 
Dear Jonathan Kwok 
  
We would like to raise some objections to the current proposal. Disappointing it is of no 
significant improvement to the withdrawn application PL/2013/24. 
 
The proposed building has significantly greater height and set such that the ridge line is higher 
than the present building. The bulk impacts on the height whereas the current building has small 
peaks of height this proposed ridge line is substantial. We consider is not necessary given the 
slope to the ground and the whole building should be lowered by a minimum of half a storey so 
that it is not so dominant, especially given the proposed substantially increased bulk. It would 
also lessen the height of the steps to the front garden.  
 
There is no clear planting scheme to mitigate the impact on the properties of Wellington Lodge 
and Treetops, and we support the objections of those neighbours.  Lowering the height of the 
building plus conditioning a suitable evergreen planting scheme would mitigate this.  
 
The proposal for a gate across the drive would block a featured view as recorded in the 
conservation area appraisal document.  Any gate should be a low level open farmyard style 
design.  
 
There was considerable concern about the original application having significant external 
lighting lighting around the building (especially the uplighting) impacting on the current dark 
area at night especially for bats and owls, and was even contrary to the guidelines quoted in that 
application itself. It is a rural plot and this would have an adverse impact on the conservation 
area including its biodiversity and hence we suggest that a condition to restrict any future 
lighting is attached to any application for this site.  
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The ecological impact report is surprisingly deficient in that it omits to even mention the 
Muntjac deer often seen in that area, and it failed to find evidence of the frequent badger visits. 
 
We propose that strict conditions are imposed during any building phase to protect the 
following: Parking to be off Mount Park Road. Deliveries - smaller trucks if possible due to poor 
foundations to the road and to the drive and there is a very narrow entrance, also it would 
protect foundations of The Oaks and Sheilings plus the large oak tree close to the driveway but 
on the site of The Oaks. Wildlife protection measures to guard any open pits for the local 
badgers and hedgehogs. The Tree Officer should inspect, as the vegetation may have to be 
trimmed for tall vehicles along the drive and to see, in particular, the boundary with Wellington 
Lodge and Treetops.  
 
The design dominates the plot rather than fitting in with the plot. There is little to soften the big 
grass slopes around the building with the fruit trees being removed and with no equivalent 
replanting shown. The landscaping around the building if altered could help soften the 
dominance of the building. 
 
It is a missed opportunity to create an exemplary design within an important conservation area. 
As the Design and Access / Heritage Statement states, many of the other buildings on the Mount 
Park Estate are either listed or locally listed as important houses of their time, and we should be 
requiring that new houses meet similar criteria. 
 
  
Yours sincerely 
 

Paul Catherall 
Paul Catherall 
Chair, Harrow Hill Trust Planning Committee 
pcatherall@hotmail.com 


