THE HARROW HILL TRUST AGM

OLD SPEECH ROOM GALLERY, HARROW SCHOOL

Tuesday, 21 November 2023

7.30pm to 9pm
MINUTES
Present: 34
Apologies: 5
1 Chairman’s Welcome and Report

Deb Catherall DC, Chairman, gave a warm welcome to all present.
DC thanked all committee members and volunteers supporting HHT
activities DC asked for her thanks to be passed on to the Headmaster
of Harrow School for HHT’s AGM being held in the OSRG. DC
thanked Julia Walton, Curator of OSRG for hosting the evening. DC
informed the meeting of the passing since the last AGM of two
significant members of HHT who both ran informative walks and
talks on the Hill: Don Walter and Jonathan Edwards were both
popular, well-informed, and entertaining HHT local walk guides and
they will be very much missed by the community on the Hill. DC
ended with a request due to there has been much enquiry about the
possibility of a May Day event on the Hill, like those in the past. DC
asked members to consider how they could contribute to such an event
which is now more likely to happen as Cate Jaquest has offered to lead
its planning.

Minutes of the AGM held on 22nd November 2022
The Minutes, as published on the HHT website, were accepted as read.

Committee Chairs’ Reports

e Publicity

Cate Jaquest CJ reported on the continued success of HHT on
Facebook with its 1000 followers, adding to the number able to
see updates on the Hill noticeboard. This form of publicity
continues to help improve attendances at HHT events and has
helped people keep up to date with events on the Hill. In a
recent week, there were 1500 viewings which underlines the
effectiveness of this form of publicity.



Social Events

Robert Lemon RL reported on the success of HHT social
events.

The four HHT Quizzes held at The Castle since the last AGM
were very well attended and enjoyed by all. RL announced the
next quiz will be held on Wednesday 6 December.

RL reported that the planned HHT Concert and Picnic to be
held in the grounds of St Mary’s Church in July had to be
cancelled as no mutually convenient date between church and
band was found. Instead of the concert, Deb and Paul Catherall
hosted an afternoon tea at their home in August. This was well
attended and all appreciated the warm hospitality in fine
weather.

RL reminded all that Carols on The Green is scheduled for
Sunday 17 December from 4.30pm and will be led again by The
Salvation Army. RL thanked all the hardy people who attended
last year in heavy rain with only a gazebo to offer some
protection from the weather.

Other forthcoming events in 2024 will include four quizzes,
local walks, the summer concert, a possible summer tea party,
and a possible May event on The Green,

RL expressed sadness at the passing of Jonathan Edwards and
explained that the walks had been affected by there not being a
replacement yet. Judith Shepherd was acknowledged for
leading local walks for St Mary’s and for Heritage Week.

Planning Committee

PC thanked his committee members. There have been less
applications but more on enforcement. Members were
reminded that all letters are on the website for a rolling 12-
month period. The major activity in the year was the appeal for
the Oldfield House replacement where a knowledgeable local
resident's group was supported by ourselves and Cllr Ashton,
and the Inspector supported the resident's case.

There have been less applications to view in the past 2 months
maybe partly to a new planning portal being launched resulting
in some teething problems and a backlog of 190 cases now
reduced to 160. Members were asked to raise problems with the
Council or if no response then via ourselves.

There are currently around 2,200 enforcement cases within the
Borough. Fortunately, the Council is recruiting 2 new officers
to take the enforcement team to 7. Also, a 2nd Urban Design
officer is being recruited.



There is a new Tall Buildings Supplementary Planning
Document (SPD) for Harrow.

New planning law, some 500 pages, obtained Royal Assent on
23 October, with some aspects applying straight away and
others later, with the next implementation set being for
6™ December, which is also when Harrow will increase their
planning application fees by 25%+

Early next year we will meet with Viv Evans the head of
planning at Harrow to provide input to the 1% draft of the next
Local Plan, prior to public consultation. We will report back in
the next newsletter and perhaps on the website. The Local Plan
will not be adopted until 2025/26.

PC reminded members that we are there to support members
with planning or enforcement matters.

e Membership
DC thanked Jonathan Cunnington for being co-opted on to the
Executive Committee to work on updating the membership
records.

DC thanked all the above Executive Committee members for
their work during the year and for their reports.

Presentation of Garden Prizes, including the Andrew Bishop Cup

The Hill in Flower 2023
Award for Best Front Garden to Jo & Gareth Nash

The Hill in Flower 2023
Award for Best Window Box / Hanging Baskets to Katy Morgan

The Hill in Flower 2023
Award for Best Commercial Property to The Castle Public House

The Hill in Flower 2023
Award for Community / Enhancing the Hill to Paul Donlevey

The Hill in Flower 2023
Overall winner, awarded the Andrew Bishop Trophy for their Jungle
inspired Garden to George & Richard



Hon Treasurer’s Report

Zoe Campbell ZC explained the HHT accounts to 31 August 2023.
The documents submitted to members for discussion at the AGM are
included in the HHT AGM Minutes’ appendix.

ZC commented that income had decreased due to fewer walks. ZC
commented that anyone wishing to lead or help with walks should
contact HHT.

Expenditure had increased due to such payments as £1000 donated to
Spirewatch, a local charity which aims to protect the historic St
Mary’s Church from disrepair, and the need to pay for two Christmas
trees (2021 and 2022) due to late billing. The local artist Sandhya
Singh’s painting during the Queen’s Jubilee in 2022 has resulted in a
set of greeting cards of the painting donated to Spirewatch to raise
funds. ZC commented that there had been one newsletter issued since
the AGM, and another issue is due, and any member not receiving a
copy should contact HHT.

Expenditure was also reduced due to the summer concert not running.
ZC announced that overall, a surplus of £1,219 has been recorded,
resulting in an accumulation of HHT funds of £27,276.

6 Election of Officers and Committee for the ensuing year
The following members were elected to the listed posts:

Position Name Proposer Seconder
Chair Deb Catherall Anna Dickson Natasha Khan
Hon Secretary Bridget Campbell | Dee Hinton Michelle Deans
Hon Treasurer Zoe Campbell Michelle Deans Cate Jaquest
Planning Chair Paul Catherall Tony Volaris Bridget Campbell
Publicity and | Cate Jaquest Elspeth Edwards Deb Catherall
Community
Officer
Social Events Robert Lemon Judith Shepherd Paul Catherall
Membership and | Jonathan Deb Catherall Zoe Campbell
Digital Cunnington
Newsletter Stuti Singh Bridget Campbell | Deb Catherall

7 Election of Independent Examiner of Accounts
Position Name Proposer Seconder
Independent | Robin Sharma Zoe Campbell Deb Catherall
Examiner of
Accounts

Thanks were given to Robin Sharma.




8 Any Other Business

(@) DC welcomed and introduced Eden Kulig, a Harrow-on-the-Hill
Councillor who gave apologies on behalf of fellow Councillor,
Stephen Hickman. Eden King outlined the proposal for a new
group to be formed, Friends of Church Fields, after an inaugural
meeting held in October. The aim of the group is to liaise with
vested interested parties so that the fields can be managed
effectively. The next meeting is scheduled for January and all
welcome. Eden Kulig also commented on the West Street fountain
being out of action and the intention for this to be repaired.

(b) Judith Shepherd JS outlined her local walk plans for 2024: a walk
about Mount Park Road in the spring, and for the heritage open day
festival in September the probable theme is going to be pathways
and routes. JS would welcome ideas for walks from members.

(c) Denise Robertson DR explained that parking issues over the Hill
were to be resolved by 18 December. DR thanked Councillor
Stephen Hickman for his support on the matter.

DC introduced Julia Walton, Curator of the Old Speech Room Gallery.

Julia Walton JW welcomed members to the Old Speech Room Gallery and
introduced the various exhibitions currently on display and gave advance
notice of a forthcoming exhibition in 2025 of black and white portraits taken
by OH Cecil Beaton including Fonteyn, Chanel, and Mick Jagger.

JW explained the panoramic photographic techniques honed by OH Rupert
Sagar-Musgrave to produce the paintings for the “From the Hill to the High
Sierras” on the ground floor. Also on display is his pastiche version of David
Hockney’s Pool with Two Figures.

JW recommended a visit to the upstairs gallery to see the Classical Curiosities
collection composed by the curatorial team with objects from the ancient
Egyptian, Roman, Cypriot, and Etruscan collections including the Harrow
chalice.

JW outlined the display of the Twelve Apostles, small figures, which were
creating some debate as to whether St Paul could be included. Members were
reminded that nearby is Captain Hardy’s teapot from the Victory.

JW explained the portrait on display on the stage; OH Jeremy Lemon who
helped create the Ryan theatre has made a bequest to Harrow School including
the displayed original portrait of Henry Purcell by Sir Godfrey Kneller.

Members spent the remaining half hour enjoying refreshments, chatting, and
viewing the exhibitions outlined by Julia Walton, Curator.

Bridget Campbell, Hon Secretary
bcampbell2114@icloud.com
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Appendix

A: Financial Documents issued at the AGM, separate document

B: Hon Treasurer Report; separate document



